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2021 IRC Deck Submittal Guide 
(Centre Region Code Administration) 

Plans must be drawn to scale and provide adequate construction details. In addition, any 
manufacturer-provided installation guides or details for a product must be included to verify 
code compliance, including lateral load connectors, ledger connectors, Guardrail assemblies, 
and composite flooring. 
 
Note: You may reference the DCA-6 report from The American Wood Council to help 
in the design of your deck 
 
   

A. Submit a copy of the local municipality zoning approval 
B. Two (2) complete sets of building plans drawn to scale 

                 In ink (no pencil) with plan view and section views. 
 

II. The following items must be indicated on the deck plans: 
 

A. Building setback dimensions. 
B. Size, thickness, and depth (below grade) of footings. Section R507.3.1 
C. Size, type, and spacing of post supporting the deck. Section R507.4 
D. Type of wood used. Section R507.2.1 
E. Size of floor joist, span, and spacing. Section R507.6 
F. Size, type, and span of all girders (beams). Section R507.5 
G. Details on support and connection of girders & beams to the post. Section 

R507.5.1 
H. Height of wood joist, girders, and floor above exposed earth. Section R106.1 
I. Type and thickness, and direction of floor sheathing (deck). Section R507.7 
J. Height of stair risers and depth/width of tread. Section R311.7 
K. Height of handrail with returns. Section R311.7.8  
L. Height of guardrail and balustrade spacing. Section R312 
M. Details on wood guardrail post connection to deck framing. Section R507.10 
N. Provide the installation guide from the manufacturer for guardrail assemblies. 
O. Bolt spacing of deck ledger. Section R507.9.1.3  
P. Locations of deck lateral load connectors (include install guide from 

manufacturer). Section R104.11 
Q. Flashing material between the ledger board & the primary structure. Section 

R703.4 
Note: Decks are not permitted to be supported by brick or stone veneer 

R. Type of fasteners (nails, bolts, screws, etc.) (hot dip galvanized or approval for 
use in pressure-treated wood. Section R507.2.3 
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